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THE SHOFAR

From the Desk of the Rabbi… 
On May 3rd, LAG B’OMER appears on our calendar, a 
minor observance, even in traditional Judaism.  But we 
teach it, because it’s part of our religion and history. 
What is the “OMER”?  Between Passover and Shavuot 
there are seven weeks.  During that time is the “OMER”, or 
season of counting the barley harvest.  How did the people 
in ancient Israel Live?  What did they do to earn a living?  
Their work was agriculture; they grew their food.  For 
seven weeks they watched and prayed for rain for crops--no 
parties, or holidays.  Probably everyone was too busy 
watering and weeding the grain, so there would be enough 
food for the year.  Even today, traditional Jews do not get 
married between Passover and Shavuot. 
How about LAG?   Lag is really not a word—it’s a number. 
Hebrew letters are also numbers: Aleph =1; Bet = 2; and 
Gimel =3; Lamed = 30; so, 3 + 30= 33.  LAG is the 33rd day 
of the counting, and it became a little break in the 49 days. 
How did LAG B’OMER start?  Rabbi Akiva, the great and 
famous rabbi from the 1st century CE, had hundreds of 
students. Unfortunately, a terrible plague broke out, and 
many of them died.  On the 33rd day of the Omer the plague 
stopped, and the Rabbi and the rest of the students were 
saved so Judaism had future rabbis and teachers.  This was 
one reason to celebrate LAG B’OMER. 
Rabbi Simeon ben Yochai, was a great leader who lived a 
generation after Rabbi Akiva.  The Romans passed a law 
forbidding Jews to teach Torah, but Rabbi Simeon met 
secretly with students in the fields and then hid and lived in 
a cave with his son for 13 years.  To the Romans, Rabbi 
Simeon was a criminal, but to Jews he was a hero.  The 
children went out each year into the fields on a picnic to 
honor him, and it always took place on LAG B’OMER. 

How is LAG B’OMER celebrated today?  There are no 
special prayers or Bible and Torah readings for this minor 
holiday.  Nothing is done at home, and only a little in Israel, 
but Reform Jews still like to know about it. 
 1. In Israel and among traditional Jews, many 
weddings take place, since this is the only time in seven 
weeks that weddings and big parties can occur. 
 2. LAG B’OMER is often a time of picnics to 
remember Rabbi Simeon. 
 3. In ancient Israel the children dressed as hunters 
and took bows and arrows to fool the Romans into thinking 
they were going hunting, not studying with Rabbi Simeon.  
That’s why you’ll see a bow and arrow as part of LAG 
B’OMER.  We remember the courage of Jewish soldiers 
who fought the Romans under Bar Kochba at Masada.  
They still light bonfires to recall military victories over 
Romans. 
 4. LAG B’OMER, remembering two 2 great rabbis 
of long ago, has become YOM MOREH, Teacher 
Appreciation Day, when we say thanks to Hebrew and 
religious school teachers for their hard work. 

Its message is to honor our scholars, remember our history, 
appreciate harvest rains and a good crop, and take time to 
celebrate God’s world and 
nature during the lovely 
spring with a picnic. Fred M. Raskind, Rabbi

UPCOMING EVENTS - SAVE THE DATES!

MOTHER'S DAY BRUNCH-MAY 13TH 
The TBY Men’s club will host a Mother’s Day brunch 
at Temple Bet Yam on Sunday May 13, 2018, at 
10:00 a.m. All Temple members are invited. 

SHABBAT SERVICES 
Friday, May 4, at 7:30 p.m. 

Friday, May 18, at 7:30 p.m., Shavuot 
Friday, June 1, at 7:30 p.m.  

New Board Installation 
Friday & Saturday, June 8 & 9 

Bar Mitzvah of Miles Carter

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Wednesday May 16, at 6:00 p.m.

THE KLEZMER CONCERT GROUP is coming back! 
Saturday, May 5, at 7:00 p.m., Tickets $25.
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May  and early June Dates to Remember 

Friday, May 4 
 7:30 p.m.  Shabbat Service  

Saturday, May 5 
 7:00 p.m. Klezmer Concert.  
  Tickets $25. Contact Carol or Bernie Levy 
  (954) 895-7332 or bernie.levy@att.net 

Sunday, May 6 
 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Religious School 
  Awards Ceremony 
Monday, May 7 
 12:30 - 2:00 p.m. Sisterhood Closing Meeting 
 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. Choir Practice 

Sunday, May 13 
 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  
  Men’s Club Mother’s Day Brunch  

Monday, May 14 
 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
Wednesday, May 16 
 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Congregational Meeting 

Friday, May 18 
 7:30 p.m.  Shabbat Shavuot Service  

Monday, May 21 
 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. Choir Practice 

Monday, May 28 
 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. Possible Choir Practice 
  (Memorial Day) 

Friday, June 1 
 7:30 p.m.  Shabbat Service  
  New Board Installation 

Friday, June 8 
 7:30 p.m.  Shabbat Service  
  Bar Mitzvah of Miles Carter 

Saturday, June 9 
 10:00 a.m. Bar Mitzvah of Miles Carter 

Birthdays and Anniversaries
The Following Birthdays Will Be Recognized  
at the Friday, May 4ᵀᴴ Shabbat Service: 
Larry Kurlandsky - Wednesday, May 2 
Laura Weiss - Friday, May 4 
Carol Gladstone - Sunday, May 6 
Ella Love - Sunday, May 6 (9th) 
Noreen Davis - Monday, May 7 
Judy Holmes - Monday, May 7 
Marcia Rector - Thursday, May 10 
Min Stone - Thursday, May 10 
Debra Rideman - Saturday, May 12 
Jen Sherman - Sunday, May 13  

The Following Birthdays Will Be Recognized  
at the Friday, May 18th Shavuot Shabbat Service: 
Maury Keiser - Wednesday, May 16 
Conrad Chalick - Friday, May 18 
Aaron Fuhrmann - Tuesday, May 22 (16th) 
Sarah Rose Freedman - Thursday, May 24 
Myron Mensh - Thursday, May 24 
Bob Sorkin - Thursday, May 24 
Molly Grossholz - Sunday, May 27 
Miles Carter - Thursday, May 31 (13th) 

The Following Anniversaries Will Be Recognized  
at the Friday, May 4ᵀᴴ Shabbat Service: 
Barbara Stafford & Rob Armstrong - Wednesday, May 2 (25th) 
Terri & Sheldon Beasley - Sunday, May 6 (41st) 
Jen & Dave Sherman - Sunday, May 6 (23rd) 

The Following Anniversary Will Be Recognized  
at the Friday, May 18th Shavuot Shabbat Service: 
Sue & Frank Kinkela - Wednesday, May 16 (14th) 
Ellen Grolman & Keith Schlegel - Tuesday, May 22 (30th) 
Ruth & Larry Kurlandsky - Thursday, May 24 (48th)

SISTERHOOD CLOSING MEETING 
Monday., May 7, 12:30-2:00 p.m. 

PIZZA & BINGO! 
Saturday, June 23, at 6:00 p.m., Tickets $15.

Dmack
Text Box
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CONTRIBUTION FORM

TEMPLE BET YAM
P.O. BOX 860098
ST. AUGUSTINE, FL 32086

DONOR NAME: ____________________________________
ADDRESS: ________________________________________
CITY/STATE: ______________________________________
ZIP:_____________ TEL. NO.: _____________________
IN HONOR OF: ____________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

IN MEMORY OF, OR OTHER DESIGNATION: __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

NAME & ADDRESS OF HONOREE OR FAMILY MEMBER 
IF NOT A MEMBER OF TEMPLE BET YAM: 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

DESIGNATION    AMOUNT ($)
GENERAL FUND    $____________
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND  $____________
PRAYER BOOK FUND   $____________
SANCTUARY FUND    $____________
MURRAY-WEISS MEM. FUND  $____________
HIGH HOLY DAYS CONTRIBUTION $____________

* RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND $____________
 
 TOTAL CONTRIBUTION: $____________

PLEASE MAKE PAYABLE TO TBY, WITH NAME OF FUND ON MEMO LINE.   THANK YOU

* NOTE: A SEPARATE CHECK IS REQUIRED FOR THE RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND. .
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

 

REHABILITATION | ADULT DAY CARE | HOME HEALTH CARE | LONG-TERM CARE | MEMORY CARE | INDEPENDENT LIVING 
Jewish Dietary  Laws Observed. River  Garden is a benefic iary agency of  the Jewish Federation of  Jacksonvi lle  

 PERSONALIZED  CARE WITH EXCEPTIONAL  RESULTS 

904-886-8454 • r ivergarden.org/rehab  

 

904-288-7858 • r ivergarden.org/adultday  

PEACE OF MIND IN A SUPPORTIVE  ENVIRONMENT 

 

904-292-2683 • r ivergarden.org/coves  

E LEGANT RETIREMENT LIVING FOR ACTIVE SENIORS  ENABLING CLIENTS TO REMAIN IN THEIR HOMES 

904-288-7851 • r ivergarden.org/homehealth  
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Ad Rates 
Size           Cost 

Full Page (9x7.5)     $430/year 
Half Page (7.5x5 or 9x3.5 $220/yr 
1/4 Page (5x3.5 or 7.5x2) $115/yr 

1/8 Page (3.5x2)     $60/year




